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Greeks, however (those I mean who gave the son of Amphitryon
that name), took the name1 from the Egyptians, and not the Egyp-
tians from the Greeks,2 is I think clearly proved, among other argu-
ments, by the fact that both the parents of Hercules, Amphitryon as
well as Alcrnena, were of Egyptian origin. Again, the Egyptians
disclaim all knowledge of the names of Neptune and the Dioscuri,
and do not include them in the number of their gods; but had they
adopted the name of any god from the Greeks, these would have been
the likeliest to obtain notice, since the Egyptians, as I am well con-
vinced, practised navigation at that time, and the Greeks also were
some of them mariners, so that they would have been more likely to
know the names of these gods than that of Hercules. But the Egyp-
tian Hercules is one of their ancient gods. Seventeen thousand
years before the reign of Amasis, the twelve gods were, they affirm,
produced from the eight; and of these twelve, Hercules is one.
44. In the wish to get the best information that I could on these
matters, I made a voyage to Tyre in Phoenicia, hearing there was a
temple of Hercules at that place,3 very highly venerated. I visited
the temple, and found it richly adorned with a number of offerings,
among which were two pillars, one of pure gold, the other of emer-
ald,4 shining with great brilliancy at night. In a conversation which
I held with the priests, I inquired how long their temple had been
built, and found by their answer that they, too, differed from the
Greeks. They said that the temple was built at the same time that
the city was founded, and that the foundation of the city took place
two thousand three hundred years ago. In Tyre I remarked another
temple where the same god was worshipped as the Thasian Her-
cules. So I went on to Thasos6, where I found a temple of Hercules
which had been built by the Phoenicians who colonized that island
when they sailed in search of Europe. Even this was five genera-
tions earlier than the time when Hercules, son of Amphitryon, was
1 Herodotus, who derived his knowledge of the Egyptian religion from
the professional interpreters, seems to have regarded the word ''Hercules'1
as Egyptian. It is scarcely necessary to say that no Egyptian god has a
name from which that of Hercules can by any possibility have been formed.
s The tendency of the Greeks to claim an indigenous origin for the deities
they borrowed from strangers, and to substitute physical for abstract
beings, readily led them to invent the story of Hercules, and every dignus
vindice nodus was cut by the interposition of his marvelous strength.
8 The temple of Hercules at Tyre was very ancient, and, according to
Herodotus, as old as the city itself, or 2300 years before his time, i.e., about
2755 B.C. Hercules presided over it under the title of Melbarth, or Melek*
Kartha, "king" (lord) of the city.
4 It was probably of glass, which is known to have been made In Egypt
at least 3800 years ago, having been found bearing the name of a Pharaoh
of the 18th dynasty.
6 Thasos, which still retains its name.. *s a small Island off the Thracian
coast.